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Readmg in Recep’non

Children need to develop many
dif ferent skills in order to learn to
read for meaning and pleasure.
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Our reading corners are
inviting places to be.
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Lots of the work that the

children do starts with a
shared book. We can use
books to support all areas of
the curriculum and do this as
much as we can.
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Our first books are picture books without words.
These are our lilac level books.

These books develop your
child's language and storying
skills. At this stage your child
is learning to use the pictures

to tell the story. They are

learning to start at the
beginning of the book, turning
each page, one at a time,
working from the front to
the back ensuring that it is
the correct way up!

It's redlly important to share these
books enthusiastically with your child.
If English isn't your first language,
talking about the pictures is really
important, so please use the language
that your child is most comfortable
with as well as English.

While your child is working at lilac level
they will be learning other skills that
will prepare them for the progression
onto our pink level books.
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At lilac level your child will also be Letters have letter names and letter

learning to recognise letters and sounds. Children need to learn both but in
groups of letters by the sounds that the first instance, the letter sounds are the
they make. This is called ‘Phonics’. most important to learn.
These are the first sounds that your We call the letter symbol the ‘Grapheme’ and the
child will learn to recognise. sound that it makes is called the ‘Phoneme’.
Phase 2 Sounds A single letter is
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s lalt | Bl i|B & 4
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letter cards are kept safely
in their pack, in your child's
Your child will have a small phonics pack in their Feading foider and that
reading folder, which will contain letter cards. They their ""e“‘l"é‘\? E""’DeA" L
will need to learn to recognise each of the letters by school EVERY DAY.

the sounds that they make.



At lilac level, your child will also be
beginning to learn to read the
common high frequency words
that they will need in order to
access pink level books.

These pink word cards are given a few
at a time. They will be kept with your
child's phonics cards in a small zipped

wadllet in their reading folder.

It is readlly important that your child
gets the opportunity to learn to read
these daily, even for 5 minutes a day. To
begin with say the words together and
then as your child begins to learn them,
they will be able to say them without
your help. Please do NOT try to ‘sound
out' these words. It is important that
they are learned by sight. Phonics skills
will be used to decode less common,
unfamiliar words.
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of dad mum up

him his put get

got the back go

to and on not

info can no I
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Your child will be taking part
in daily phonics sessions in ‘:‘>
school. Every day they will
revise the phonemes that
they have diready learned as
well as learning new ones. Q>
decode them.
&
C)
decoded in this way. b cq.l. c q 1. call.
Those that can not be
decoded phonetically We call these

are cadlled ‘Tricky 'sound buttons'
words’. We learn to

read these in our { he no

phonics sessions too.

These are the o 9 0
phonics phase 2
tricky words

They will be introduced to the high
frequency words daily and will be given
the opportunity to read them together.

They will begin to learn the skills of
segmenting and blending words to

Not all words can be
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As the term progresses, your child will become more _[ bat ]
confident in their use of phonics. They will recognise lots § cas |
of phonemes and will be beginning to learn to segment i pat |
and blend phonemes in order to read unfamiliar words.
nlp How to help your child
In order to with their phonics list:
practice their sat
segmenting and
blending skills l. Get the corresponding
we will give as letter cards out of their
. pack & lay them out on
them a phonics ant the floor or on a table. By doing this, your
list in addition : .
to their word child wil be
cards and th 2. Hold the phonics list and prachan.g their
reading book don't let your child see it. segmenting and
: pan blending skills.
Si.t 3. Say one of the words
and ask your child o make Remember to

it with their letter cards. do this at least

3 times a week
but daily if you
can.

Don't always read down the list in the
same order, mix them up a little bit.




Pink books have simple text which is a mix of high
frequency vocabulary and simple words that can
be segmented and blended to read.

We have 5 levels within our pink band. Your
child will start at pink | and work through
the levels. If they progress quickly, they
may move onto red level books without

having completed every pink level.

We also have pink* books and pink** books.
These books are a little bit more challenging
because they require your child to use a range
of skills. We use these to add breadth to your
child's reading skills.

Pink level books

In order to progress onto pink level books your child should have
learned at least half of the pink vocabulary cards. They must be
able to consistently read them instantly by sight and be able to

demonstrate that they are beginning to segment and blend.

If a child has to use their phonic skills for every word that
they read, they will not read with fluency and will
therefore struggle to understand what they have read.

PINK

How to support your child with
a Pink Band book:

« Canyou find the title of
the book? What does it
say?

« I wonder what this book
will be about. What do you
think? Let's see.

« Do you know anything about
this story/topic?

« Have you ever seen/been
to a place like this?

« Shall we open the front
cover?

« Show me how to turn the
pages.

« We look at this page first
(left) and then this one

(right). q
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« Where do we start to read?

Put your finger under each
word.

« Can you see any words you

know on this page?

« Put your finger under each

word as you read it.

« What sound does this word

begin with? Say each sound
and blend them together.

« Look at the picture to see

if it helps you to read the
word.

« Did that sound right? Try

again.

« What do you think might

happen next? Let's see.

« Canyou tell me what the

book is about using the
pictures to help you?
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If your child is
reading a pink
level book, use
these tips and
questions to
support them
while they are
reading.




When your child has learned to read all
of the pink word cards, we will start
them on the red word cards ready for
the red level books.
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Remember, these
words need to be
taught as ‘flash
cards'. Don't try to
use segmenting and
blending skills to
sound them out.

‘Big fat rat’
is an example
of one of our

red level
books.

Red level books have
more text than the pink
books. They include
words with phase 2 and
phase 3 phonemes.

Rat hops on.
“Get off it, Rat.”

Rat licks it.
“Less of it, Rat!”

Rat hops off.
Rat bobs up.

RED

How to support your child
with a Red Band book:

« Can you remember what this
book is called?

« Show me the title.

« What do you think this book
will be about?

« What makes you think that?

« Do you already know

anything about what this
book is about?

« Read me all the words that
you know already.

« Let's make sure that you
read each word in order.
Show me.

« Read those words together
instead of one at a time. eg.
Kipper and Biff..went..Yo...
the park..with their dog.

nn

RED

« Read each phoneme and

then blend them together
to read that new word.

« Did that make sense?

Read that sentence again
to make sure.

« What could that word be?

What would make sense
here?

« What might happen next?

What makes you think that?

« What did you enjoy most in
that book?

Our red level books start
at level 6 and go up to
level ll, getting more
chadllenging as they go.
We also have red* and
red** to add breadth to
your child's reading skills.

Remember, it isn't
always necessary to
work through every
level. If your child is
ready to progress to

the next colour band,
your child's teacher will
do this.
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MOST IMPORTANTLY!
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Most children should
be confidently
reading at red level
by the end of
reception. Some
children will still be
reading at pink level
and some will be
reading beyond red.
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